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with a slight depression. This area was <cl os
once stood-VicThbhe Wrbepenty was city |l ot that

a
houses. Decisions about wunit placement and e

i

.
fo]
=
o
2
(%)

4 |

(.p@glg,earth
4‘ 29°45'15.16" N 95°22'53.45" W elev 51 ft eyea\rt 451 ft
tation with YCAP and, as in the previous seas

tocols established by them.

The Report

As part of their coursework, students were
data, and asked to analyze, record and interp
ation of an excavation report that summarizes thoroughly the material recovered during the

research. The results are found in the foll
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Fof anova, took the class in fulfill ment of h
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carried out a more extensive project, analyzi
at the Yates Museum and comparing it to the m
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EXCAVATINDNTHODANISTRATI GRAPHY

JOYCBONESNDKAI TL BINSK

The Rice University Archaeol ogi cal Field
Rut herford B. H. Yates Museum, excavated the
at 1520 Wilson Street in the historic Fourth
Town, once conttwliemeldowsheods,guan bar ber shop, and
di ggismgt enenbeyt eorneuni ts on Saturday, January 2
til 12: 00 pm and from 1: 00 pm until 5:00 pm,
January 27, 2013 fromhégeOBhpmtseantoht 4n0&d p ot
2" Febt'uaanyd 9FEBhsuwmey!l 1as on "SodddyOrFagbmudrwy
Sunday, FARbtharg waAs another shift planned fr

because of heavy rainfall, the students were
Janudfy 13

First, the students split into two groups
and WVA subunit 3 (Figure 1). Students began
of soi |l within each unit. For WVA suBumind 2,

for WVA subunit 3, student"'$ OompEPtedudefygsnp
gan digging their third and final uni t, WVB ¢
completed of Rebswadgni8 dug through both wuni
5 ¢cm | evel s, it betlaemeelappfarkeothavoiunsg that 3a
the units. The excavations revealed many art:i
tigraphy in the area had been disturbed by th

may have been bull dozed at this time, removin

Excavation Methodol ogy

To begin the excavati on, students establ i
meter squares. To begin this process, studen
t he-merner -rfbeyt eornesubuni t s, making sure that the
using triangul ati on. Then, they tied white st



excavation area. After the subunits were esta
els and root cutters, to prepare for digging.
precisenfimeter increments for each | evel. F
centimeters until five centimeters below the
excavation. Only when the soil changed upon o
separate and distinct |l ayer s, such as Il evels
until approximately fifteen centimeters.

At the beginning of the excavation, studen
six students assigned to each wunit, WVA subu
about two to three students worked on the acHt
the area dug), around two to three students ¢
washed artifacts at the Yates Museum. For weac
ble for filling out the paperwork, (a summary
1). Along with this information, the unit suf
and the closing. Il n addition, the students toc
of each new | evel. Finally, once the students
of each of the walls within the unit.

A number of tools were used throughout the
used trowels to dig through the | ayers of so
clay found in all the units, the students wuse
bl ade attached to the end. The dabas made ex
faster, however, they were | ess precise than
dents wused schwtvtedrss ainmd oroddr to begin diggi nq
when needed, such as when there was a | arge r
di fficult. After screening through each soil
that had the context information on it. These
artifacts were washed using water and toothbr
catalogued them based on the Yates Museum cat
of ceramics, bone, gl ass, met al and miscell an
Excavated Levels

10



The stratigraphic and artifact contents o

WVB subunit 3 are discussed in detail here. T
taneousl vy, and when it was realized that t he:
subunit 3 was opened. WVB subunit 3 was al so

wa
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t h
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gl
c |

w a
br

WVA subunit 2 (Figure 2) was dug in six |e

s dug as a whole wuntil 5 c¢cm below the surfa
ed to be sandier than the rest of the | evel
d a-tginl weébrj ect were found in this | evel, an
eces.

The soil in Level 2 was also moist | ight |
e western wall, and iron, plastics (some sh
d wrappers were found throughout the | ayer.
ay scattered throughout the | evel, which <ca
yer 3 after Level 2 was dug to 10 cm below

Level 3A was d1% am. aThepshbiodf wh@ | oamy s a
y . I't contained approximately half a handf L
agments, plastic, and charcoal

Like the previous subl evell5 Lcenv.ell t3 Bc owatsa id
ay, but some of the | oamy sand from Level 3
n side. l ron, plastic, bone, glass, and two

The fourth | evel was again excavated in m

rthwestern corner -2000 ctrmh.e Tuhnei ts oaitl awadse pftrhi aobf

ntained charcoal, glass, bone, pl aster, pla
ed in this | evel

Level 4B was composed of light |l oam that v
-2105 c m. There was |l ots of <charcoal and iron
ass bottle with rocks inside, gl ass, pl asti
ay similar to Level 4 C.

Level 4C marks the beginning of the heavy
S consistent-2 hcmugxoavatéddek. 1I5r on, gl as s, p
ick pieces were found in this subl evel
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nd in this | evel, along with charcoal
oi |l in Level 5B was heavy clay. The g
he unit, and there was a different ki
dug to |l ay the pipe. l ron, glass, ce

6 was the final | evel of this unit.

S . The thickness of the natur al clay mad
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evel
t he

this | evel compared to others. Among
ron, and a rubber band.
ubunit 3 (See Figure 3) was sout hwest
Level 1 was excavated in two parts
er subunit, Level 1A, was excavated t
yet friable I1ight | oam. Many cul tur al
er , an aluminum can, a button, wrappe
o collected. Level 1B was a small su
nd that was very gravelly and shelly.
2 was excavatetiOasma wWhotentbai medelpi
d powdery with | ots of pieces of shel
ils, a few smal/l brick pieces, and a
B3A spdhnedn farnam wlaG composed of a | o
agment s. It contained some nails and
gely crushed, they were not saved. Lo
Level 3B started with a | oamy soil,
clay that gave way to a -1&8r Emanaddthbhbc
ntire bricks, |l ot s of iron with patcl
ells than previous | evel s. This | evel
hern wall

4 was also excavated i nr20 wom.s elpmrlad «

soi l i n the corners was a | ight | oan
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able clay around the gas | ine. I n the norf
cial collection, and a thicker glass bott]l
tained small brick pieces. The soil i n Le
ept around the bricks that were removed in
The | ast | evel of WVA subunit 3 was Level
abl e, and towards the end, it contained tl
t s, ceramics, and charcoal were excavated,
e. There was |l ooser soil that contained b
arated as Level 5B.

WVB subunit 3 (See Figure 4) was exaavatec

sh pile. This wunit was directly south of V
st Ilight |l oam. This | ayer had a | ot of roo
stic molding, beads, gl ass, nails, and pl a
nd.

Level 2 waslOduwgn fbrednow5 t he surface and <co
iny |ight | oam. Around 8 c¢cm below the surf
ces of plastic, shards of glass, wood (pos
s of shell were found.

The trash pit feature was revidalcerd iln Lceowme
mai nly of wvarious plastics with possible ¢
a approximately 10 c¢cm southwest of the <ce
m, and other artifacts found included gl as
pipe running from the northern wall to th
The final l evel of WVB subunit 320 Lemeiln 4,
subunits because of the gas pipe. The soi
|l uded gl ass, <ceramics, iron, charcoal bits
able in the northern half than the souther

i es.
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North Wall
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1 Toothbrush
2 Metal Object
3 Brick
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0
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1- Metal gas pipe
2- Metal artifact

South Wall

1 - Ceramic Artifact
2 - Metal Artifact
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Figure 2: WVA Subuni
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Deposits

n WVA Subuni

Label Description
A Loamy sand
B Light | oam
C Heavy | oam
D Light <cl ay
E Cl ay

t

2 Profi

North Wall

East Wall

South Wall

West Wall

1 - piece of wood/root
2 -rock

Charcoal
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©

0246810
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CIm
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Deposits in WVB Subunit 3 Profile

Label Description
A Sand
B Light cl ay
C Mi xed, friable ponclay materi a
Cl Mi xed, friable pmnonclay materi a
redder col or
D Mi x ed, nonfriable cl ay
E Cl ay
Table 1: Unit, Level, Opening Elevation, CIlc
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CERAMI CS

ARYNEUROCK

|l ntroducti on

This chapter assesses the ceramic artifact

excavated in 2013. All subunits contained cer
in those subunits. Each artifact was weighed
vided by the Yates Museum. I n some cases el a
beyond the Yates system was required. The ar

broadest sense as either brick fragments or <c

Met hodol ogy and Approaches

The artifacts were divided and separated |
occur. Artifacts were then analyzed individua
the Yates Community Archaeology Program Art.i

gualitative traits not explained by the Yates
suhat eri al classifications, porcelain (CA), S
fired clay (CH), clay (Cl), composite materia
resented. Earthenware was broken down further
gories of earthenware, including creamware, W

Di scerni ng tnmaet edriifaflesr eonft cseurbami ¢ sherds i s

ferences bemawneeern atlhse assrubse from varying firin
vitrification, or the glassiness of the subst
i cs, is the mostmavetrafsedsofa trlresububof it

(Herskovitz 1978: 96) . The glaze is typically

are very similar, but china has a gl assier, s
the spectrum, "generally not fired to the po
its coarse appearance (Herskovitz 1978: 96) .

water absorption than the finer grained cera
"opaque white or cream colored body [ and] a

ware falls in the middl e, behaving as an inte

22



tion and are often thicker, heavier, and dar k
Only two subcategories of earthenware wer e
war e. Creamwar e, an early type -coofl oeardt hgel nawzaer, ¢
not found (Miller 2) . Foll owing creamware ch
name from potter's marks in the | ate 18th cen
the othecwieseedighdaze has pooled (Miller 3).
pearl war e. Whit ewar e, chronologically the | ai
white glaze and body. I n sherds without <col o
and pearl ware was not al ways <cl ear.
Additionally, each sherd was examined for
decoration was expanded from colored glaze or
a couple of cases, the ceramic was mol ded i nt
function of the object, and sherds with such
jority, however, were decorated with colored
I n stark contrast to the sherds, noting t|
ments wi t-rhdatnertihel salbass was more -gtarnanghldtfoew
cotta stood out easily from the chalky brick.
Data Presentation
Al t hough ceramic artifacts were present in
1623, 1638, and 1641 contained no ceramics. C
provenience, presumably belonging to one of t
I n total, there were 503 brick fragments a
mented, and the artifacts tended to be smal/l
|l ess than 1g and were consequentially descri
more than 10049, the | argest weighing 625¢g. B
their color, typically pink or orange. | n son
color was | eft unspecified. Si xteen pieces we
was prevalent, most of the resultant infor mat
Quantitatively, t he most brick was found
majority of the ceramics were found in Levels
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Levels 5b and 3b. However, a | arge portion of
smal | brick fragments weighing under 1g. The:
ments, but they may not have the greatest vol

the single fragment that weighed 324g, the |e

this subunit, there was no clear pattern to t
much smaller quantities in Levels 1,3a and 5b
er level s.

WVB subunit 3 held the | east amount of br
Level 2 and deeper. The most brick fragments
roughly at the same depth as the |l evels with
wel |

Al t hough WVA subunit 2 fell bet ween the ot
brick fragments, this subunit did have three
The | argest brick fragment found at the site,

subunit 3 and WVB subunit 3 held only one fra

There were comparatively few fragments of
were scattered across the three subunits and
in WVB subunit 3. Al t hough in different subuti
dept h.

Analyzing the sherds provides rich quantit
remember t hat the following data is based on
WVA subunit 2 contained the most sherds, and
most premaltentakubl ass present at the site at
the sherds (Fig. 1) . Porcel ain was the seconc
ware makes up |l ess than 1% of the assembl age.
| ayers but the highest concentrations of sher
Level 3 of WVB subunit 3, however, had the
sherds. Whil e porcelain seems more evenly di
WV B . Fragments that appear to be part of a fi

Within the earthenware subgroups, whitewar

occurs across the subunits and throughout t he
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enware sherds. The | arge numbers of whiteware
dates (Babalola 17). This is underscored by t
chronol ogically.
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Further analysis of the sherd assemblage r
t lber imcckkn arti facts found were once part of
ded to any object that held or served fooc
i facts were identified by the presence of
could be identified as parts of handl es,
e part of tabl eware wer e -aist henr tuhnemicsatsaek aobf
''s e-omr Weirge. tdh)ick porcel ain pipes or sinks
m fl ower pots.

Fifty nine sherds were classified as decor

nsfer printed design or a speci al mol di ng.
colored underglaze (typically grey or bl a
ompass the entire object, instead wused for

se decorations were transfer printed sher

ked to be portions of makers' mar ks . Fi nal
e and one decorative molding (Fig. 7).
Oof these decorated sherds, sever al mended

ped rim of a pearl ware plate in Lot 1633 (F

D

D

rim which fades closer to the center of t
ns circle the edge. According to Sussman (
h the floral or geometric relief and the b
of 19th century dinnerware. Al though this
or mation about the site.

I ntriguingly, sherds with a particular des
across WVA subunit 2 (levels 2, 3a, 4 a, ‘
rds had the characteristics of whiteware a
nt in no particular pattern on the wundersi
the result of the 19th century flow blue

topside of the vessel, which is not the ¢
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the artifacts across the | evels beg questions

Even though there are four sherds with evi

t wo have portions that are intact enough to d
picts a scroll with the |l etters "A L L E" ju
neath the scroll (Fig. 10). The second-+ in Lo
" Unfortunatel vy, | was wunable to find refere

I n conclusi on, the ceramic artifacts founc
derstanding the site as a whol e. The prevale
buil dings that once stood on the | ot. Bot h t

pear|l ware plate support the 19th and 20th ce
found at this site, particularly the fragment

more nuanced picture of the everyday | ife of
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Artifact Classes by Quantity
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Figure 1: Artifact classes by quantity t
Distribution of Sub-Materials across Sub-
Units

300
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Figure 2: Graph of-maherdiastsriabuvossnadli Feshméakec
is the most prevalent, but earthenware is
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Types of Earthenware by Quantity
200
150
100 -
50 -
0 - ] —— 2
Whiteware Pearlware Other

Figure 3: Graph of the quantities of the diff

mo s t common.

Figure 4: Ear of a porcelain rabbit
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Figure 5: Sherd with screen printed fl ower

Figure 6: Sherd with screen printed green ©b
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http://www.thepotteries.org/mark/arms/american.htm
http://www.thepotteries.org/mark/arms/american.htm









http://virtual.parkland.edu/lstelle1/len/archguide/documents/arcguide.htm
http://virtual.parkland.edu/lstelle1/len/archguide/documents/arcguide.htm





































































































































